
Newsletter of the Gallatin Gardeners Club Bozeman, MT

Proposed 2017 Grants 
After carefully reviewing applications, the Gallatin 
Gardeners Club Board of Directors is pleased to 
recommend awarding the following grants, totaling $16,600, 
in 2017. This proposal will be presented to the membership 
for approval at the Feb. 6 monthly meeting.
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Feb. 6 Program 

Our February  meeting will be 
on Monday, Feb. 6 at 7pm at 
Hope Lutheran Church on 
South 19th Ave.  Our program 
will be presented by Linda 
Iverson who will speak to us on 
"Re-imagining the Traditional 
Lawn—An Ecological 
Approach". Linda is a 
landscape designer based in 
Big Timber and will talk about 
her projects in the Bozeman 
and Livingston area that 
feature native and adapted 
grass and wildflower seeding.   
With the ever increasing 
interest in reducing our use of 
water, this program will be very 
timely since watering our lawns 
is probably our biggest use of 
water. 

Refreshments: Don Heyden, 
Chair; Yvonne Baskin, and 
Susan Hellier. 

March 6 Program 

On Monday, March 6, Dr. Cathy 
Cripps, MSU's "Mushroom 
Lady" will speak to us on 
edible wild mushrooms in the 
Gallatin Valley and their role in 
our ecosystem. 

GALLATIN GRUBBER 
February 2017

MSU Horticulture 
Scholarships

$4,000 Provide scholarships to two MSU 
horticulture students.

Montana Ag Live 500 Support Montana PBS call-in 
program dealing with agriculture 
and gardening issues.

MSU Pollinator 
Garden

1,500 Support the pollinator garden at 
the MSU Hort Farm.

Bozeman Senior 
Center 

2,000 Fund fresh fruit for Meals on 
Wheels programs year round.

Cancer Support 
Community

1,000 Support “Garden of Hope” herb 
and vegetable gardens at CSC

Eagle Mount 1,500 Fund an expanded horticulture 
program at Eagle Mount.

Gallatin Valley Farm-
to-School

1,000 Support “Seed to Snack” 
program for school-age children 
in Gallatin County.

Gallatin Rest Home 100 Flowers for landscaping.

Sage Gardeners 1,000 Fund accessible raised bed 
vegetable gardens for 
disadvantaged seniors.

HRDC Food Bank 1,000 Support existing Food Bank 
gardens and planning for a pilot  
youth gardening project at the 
new Story Mill park.

Irving Elementary 3,000 Support “Harvest of the Month” 
program and summer garden 
camps.

Total 16,600
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Morningstar Student Garden 
(Among the projects our club supported in 2016 was an ambitious proposal at 
Morningstar Elementary. Here’s a report on how the funds were put to use and 
some of challenges they faced, written by third-grader Elsa Austin.)
Dear Gallatin Gardeners Club,
Thank  you  so  much  for  the  grant  of  $800.  The  grant  has  helped 
Morning  Star  School  and me to  experience  new opportunities.  The 
grant proposal  we wrote for $989 had three goals  which were:  1.  to 
build a 6 foot high, small gauged wire fence to encompass the 3 existing 
outdoor raised garden beds to protect them from deer and other wild 
animals; 2. to buy a garden tool/supply box; and 3. buy 1 indoor mobile 
garden bed and gardening supplies for lessons during the cold months.  
Fence: This autumn in October we received feedback from the school 
district  on  the  specifications  for  building  the  garden  fence.  So  in 
November  we  changed  our 
fencing plan slightly, bought the 
supplies,  and  organized  a  work 
crew  of  students  and  parents 
from our  school  community  to 
construct  the  fence  around  the 
raised gardens during 2 cold days! 
The fence’s dimensions are 17’ x 
26.5’  x  5’  high with metal  posts 
secured  in  cement  and  small 
gauge  livestock  wire  fencing 
attached to the posts with thick wire. We also built two 36” adjoining 
gates  for  a  large opening to easily  bring in  wheelbarrows,  tools  and 
large groups of students. Our budget for the fence project was $519, 
but we spent only $500.11 and we have a double gate instead of a single 
gate. Please see photo above of our successful fencing project! 
Mobile Garden Beds: During last spring semester, my teacher Mrs. 
Dayhoff and my third grade class decided to take on the mobile garden 

bed  project.  So  we  researched 
different  types  of  mobile  gardens. 
My  class  decided  not  to  buy  a 
mobile garden cart but to build it 
from repurposed materials,  and to 
build 2 instead of 1! As a class team, 
we all had the opportunity to learn 
what  parts  a  mobile  garden  cart 
needed, decide on different designs, 
and had a  say on what to do.  We 

found and used materials and supplies that we had either at school or 
from our homes. For example we found an older, unused audio/visual 
cart that we converted into one of our mobile garden beds. After the 
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Feb. 11 
Planting 

Party 
 Our first garden 
activity of 2017 will 
involve planting 
onions, leeks, and 

shallots in the MSU 
Plant Growth Center 
on Saturday, Feb 11 
at 9 am.  The door is 
locked, so don't be 
late in getting to the 
door.!! We will be 
planting 
approximately 100 
four inch pots with 
30  seeds each, so if 
you can count to 30 
and would like to get 
your hands dirty, 
please plan to 
attend.  Coffee and 
goodies will be 
served in the PGC 
atrium once we are 
through planting.  
We are usually 
finished before 10 
a.m. 
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mobile garden beds were made, we planted seeds, cared for the plants and observed their growth 
during and outside our science classes. Our budget for the mobile garden bed and gardening 
supplies project was $300, but we have not had to spend any money so far since students and our 
school community donated the repurpose materials and supplies. Please see photo above of our 
mobile garden beds project.  
Future Plans: As we look forward to 2017 we plan to buy the garden tool/supply box (goal #2) 
now that we have the fence project completed. We will look for a good price on garden tool 
boxes at a local business. Also, Mrs. Dayhoff and her 3rd grade class are looking into buying or 
finding repurposed growing lights for the two indoor mobile gardens as well as buying a few bags 
of soil,  seeds and/or plant starters with the remaining money. They will  be using the mobile 
gardens  to  plant  seeds/seedlings,  care  for  the  plants  and  observe  their  growth  and  possibly 
transplant some the plants outdoors during their science lessons. Morning Star students and the 
Lucky  Stars  After  School  program are  excited  to  plant  flowers  and  vegetables  in  the  three 
outdoor  raised  garden  beds  knowing  that  their  efforts  will  be  more  successful  with  the 
protection of the fence.  
Thank you so much to everyone in the Gallatin Gardeners Club for making this project a fun 
learning experience for me, the Morning Star students, and our school community. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Elsa M.D. Austin 
Student of Morning Star Elementary School 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