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Plant & Tool Sale May 28 
The  club  will  hold  its  annual  Plant  and  Tool  Sale  at  the  Ace 
Owenhouse parking lot, corner of Black and Babcock Streets in 
Bozeman, Saturday, May 28, 8 to 11 a.m.  Bring your  unneeded 
garden tools of any kind, along with any extra plants you might 
have—vegetables,  annuals  or 
perennials—to  donate  to  the 
sale.  We  also  need  boxes  for 
cus tomers  to  ca r r y  the i r 
purchased  plants  in,  especially 
the type of boxes that you get at 
a  nursery.  Pricing  and  labeling 
begin  at  7  a.m.  with  sales  to 
begin when we are ready, usually 
between 7:30 and 8 a.m.  We can 
use lots of help in all aspects of 
the  sa le ,  but  especia l l y  to 
interact with our customers who 
will come with many questions. 
It's  always  a  fun  time  and  you 
don't need to commit to the entire morning -- just stay as long as 
your schedule and interest allow.  If the weather is too bad, we 
will postpone the sale until the following Saturday,  June 4. 

More Groups Thank Us 
Several  more  of  the  groups  we  supported  financially  this  year 
have written to thank us:
Gallatin  Valley  Farm-to-School:  “Thanks  for  your  support 
and  for  all  that  you  do  in  our  community  to  foster  an 
appreciation for growing food.”
HDRC Community Cafe:  “Thank-you for  being part  of  the 
Community Cafe family and helping us develop creative solutions 
to  end  hunger  in  our  community.  Your  donation…is  much 
appreciated.  Our  work  is  truly  a  collaborative  effort  and  we 
couldn’t do it without you!” 
Gallatin  Rest  Home:  “Thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  our 
hearts  for  such  a  generous  donation…It’s  exciting  to  see  our 
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May meeting: 
Late Blight 

Our next meeting will be at 
7:00 P.M. Monday, May 2,  at 
the Hope Lutheran Church on 
South 19th Ave.  Our speaker 

will be MSU 
Extension Plant 
Pathologist Dr. 
Jessica Rupp, 
who came to 
MSU last year 
from Kansas 

State University where she 
received her Ph.D. Her 
responsibilities focus on 
diseases of potatoes and sugar 
beets, and she will be talking 
to us about Late Blight, the 
scourge of potatoes and 
tomatoes that caused the 
historical Irish Potato Famine 
and is still causing problems 
today, even here in Montana.  
The scientific name for the 
organism that causes late 
blight means "plant devourer,'' 
and indeed it is.  So if you have 
an interest in why the Irish 
came to America in the1840's, 
come listen to a fascinating 
story that still reverberates in 
our fields and gardens today. 

Refreshments:   Joanne 
Jennings, Mark Burr, and Roy 
and Ardie Kelm. 
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deserving residents receiving such help and support. It’s people 
like you that make our community so special…”
MSU College of Agriculture: “Thank-you for your recent and 
appreciated gift… Your generosity means a great deal to us, as it 
also allows our college to deliver the important tenants of  the 
land-grant mission: teaching, research and outreach…”
KUSM TV: “Thank-you for your donation… It will be used to 
fund the production of Montana Ag Live.” 

Flower of the Month:  
Peonies 
(Paeonia lactiflora)

by Don Mathre 
History:  Peonies  are  native  to  Asia,  southern  Europe,  and 
western North America.  The various species are perennial, with 
the herbacious types growing from 1.5 to 5 feet tall and the woody  
or tree peonies even taller.  The genus is named for "Paeon," a 
student of  Asclepius,  the Greek God of medicine and healing.  
Myth has it that when Asclepius became jealous of his pupil, Zeus 
saved Paeon by turning him into the peony flower. The roots of 
the peony are used in traditional medicines of Korea, Japan, and 
China and are known to have a number of bioactive compounds 

in them.

Culture:  Peonies are mainly 
propa gated  f rom  root 
cuttings.   In  the  Gallatin 
Valley,  this  can  be  done  in 
early  spring  by  taking  a 
shovel and dividing the root 
up  into  three  or  four 
sections,  then  replanting 
these  fairly  quickly.   You 

want to do this before the plants put up new shoots, which can 
happen fairly early in spring depending on the year.  The plants 
can be very long lived, perhaps many decades.  The flowers are 
traditionally used in the decoration of graves on Memorial Day.

Pests:  The  only  pest  problems  in  this  area  involve  root 
pathogens,  namely  one  or  more  fungi  that  enter  the  roots 
through  wounds  or  when  the  roots  are  exposed  to  very  wet 
conditions.   So,  avoid over-watering.   No control  measures are 
available for root diseases other than moving the plants, but be 
sure  to  transplant  only  healthy  root  stock  or  you  will  just  be 
moving the pathogen along with the plant.
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Garden Update 
The onions we planted several 
months ago have received their 
final "haircut" and are ready to be 
transplanted into the garden, 
probably about mid-May. The 
broccoli, cabbage, etc. are also 
doing well in the MSU Plant 
Growth Center and will be ready 
for transplanting about the same 
time as the onions.  The tomatoes 
and peppers for our club hoop 
house are well underway  and will 
be transplanted about May 15, or 
whenever the threat of a really 
hard frost is past.  The main 
garden area has been rototilled 
so it is ready for planting of early 
season crops such as spinach, 
lettuce, etc.  Helping with the 
work in our garden is a great 
chance to be of service to the 
club and to enjoy interacting with 
other members.  Most work 
sessions take between 1 and 2 
hours.  Come when you can.  Stay 
tuned to your e-mail for 
announcements about the work 
sessions since our work schedule 
is always subject to weather-
related changes.   
The first Farmers' Market of the 
summer will be held Saturday 
morning, June 18 at the County 
Fairgrounds. We set up at 7 a.m. 
and sales run from 9 a.m. to 
noon. We’ll pass around a sign-
up sheet at our May meeting for 
volunteers to help with the 
summer markets.   

Arbor Day 4/29 
Don’t forget that we have a work 
party scheduled for Friday, April 
29 to celebrate Arbor Day.  Meet 
at Sacajawea School on South 
3rd Street at 1 pm.  Bring your 
shovels and rakes.  Jerry 
Cashman will supply the trees. 

Red Charm Peony


