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Annual Picnic July 11 
The Gallatin Gardeners Club will  hold its annual potluck 
picnic  on  Monday,  July  11,  2016  at  6:00  p.m.  at  the 
home of  Don and Diane Heyden.  
Directions:  The Heydens live at 4510 Conestoga Circle.  
To  get  there  go  out  South  3rd  until  you  come  to 
Goldenstien Lane.  From South 3rd, turn east and go about 
2 miles until  you cross the bridge over Sourdough Creek.  
The first  road on your right will  be Hitching Post Road.  
Turn  right  (south)  on  Hitching  Post  and  follow  the  U-
shaped road until you come to Trail Boss Road, which turns 
right off of Hitching Post.  Go right one block until Trail 
Boss meets Conestoga Circle and turn left.  The Heyden's 
house is about one block from Trail Boss.  Just look for  the 
extensive iris beds in their front lawn. Although the iris will 
be  past  their  prime  in  July,  Don’s  many  perennial  flower 
beds will be a delight to see!
What to bring: To make sure we have a balance of courses 
for  our  potluck  dinner,  we're  assigning  what  to  bring 
alphabetically:  If your last name begins with A-F, please bring a 
salad;  if your last name begins with G - J, bring a dessert;  and if 
your last name begins with K -Z, bring a main dish.  The club will 
provide  plates, cups, eating utensils, and drinks-- i.e. water, 
iced tea, and juice. Please bring beer or wine if you wish. 
And while the club has a number of tables and chairs, you 
might want to bring along a card table and folding chairs if 
they  are  easy  for  you to  transport.   This  is  always  a  fun 
occasion and a chance to socialize with many club members. 
You  are  welcome to  bring  spouses,  significant  others,  or 
guests.
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Market  & 
Garden Update  

The club garden is growing 
very well, despite a healthy 
crop of weeds!  We harvest 
and process vegetables for the 
Farmers Market every Friday 
afternoon at 1 p.m. and  always 
welcome volunteers to help 
get that job done and enjoy 
the camaraderie of fellow 
gardeners.  We end each 
harvest with coffee, juice, and 
sometime treats, so it's a nice 
way to spend Friday afternoon.  
We are almost always finished 
by 3 p.m.   
The first Farmers' Market of the 
summer was held Saturday, 
June 18 at the Fairgrounds, 
and the club's sales netted 
slightly over $400 -- 
comparable to last year.  Sales 
will pick up weekly as more 
produce becomes available.   
 And the good news is that the 
tomatoes and peppers have 
largely escaped damage. 
For those who volunteer to 
help out at the garden, we will 
have a special treat at the end 
of the season: sweet corn.  The  
variety we grow is called 
Northern Xtra Sweet, a very 
tasty super sweet variety.  
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Greenhouse Fouled 
 and Fixed!

Our  tomato  and  pepper  greenhouse,  a  mainstay  of  the  club 
garden, took quite a beating in the high winds of early June, but 
thanks to the help of a few faithful members and friends, it’s now 
back in business and as good as new.
On June 9,  Don Mathre reported the following in an email  to 
club members:

“Last  night  about  7  p.m.  the  garden  area  experienced  a 
severe  microburst.   As  a  result  of  the  damage  to  the 
hoophouse we will  need to replace the plastic now… No 
damage to the plants however, which is the good news. In 
the meantime, enough of the hoophouse plastic is in place 
that we won’t need to worry unless we were to get a severe 
hail storm.” 

But on June 21, Don had some better news to report:
“Thanks to the efforts of many, the covering was put on the 
hoophouse  this  morning  while  the  winds  were  calm.  
Many thanks to Dave Baumbauer who was the supervisor 
plus several of his workers who were great help. Thanks too 
to  all  the  garden  club  members  who  helped,  including 
Felix,  Susie,  Yvonne,  Cara,  Joanne  and  Velda.  This 
afternoon the winds tested the new covering and at this 
time, 3 p.m., it is holding up well.”
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Treasurer’s Report 
Our treasurer Janne Hayward 
reports that we have $4,668 in 
our checking account, which 
includes over $1600 that we took 
in at the Plant and Tool Sale.  
Thanks to all who contributed to 
that event in any way, whether 
providing plants to sell, helping 
with the setup and sale, or 
contacting local garden stores to 
ask for donations of flowers, etc. 

Garden Tours 
 The club is planning to offer an 
evening tour of a hydroponic 
tomato growing operation called 
“7 Spruce Farm” in late July. The 
exact date has not been finalized, 
so stay tuned for the details.  
On Tuesday, August  2 at 9:30 
a.m. we will have a tour of the 
Spring Creek Community 
Garden.  Details on how to get 
there will be in the August 
newsletter.  
A second August tour to the 
commercial produce operations 
of Gallatin Valley Botanical is in 
the works, but the date and time 
are yet to be determined. 

Thanks, Blake! 
Club member Blake Lerner, who 
currently works and lives in 
Washington State, sent us a 
generous donation and this note: 
“To Gallatin Gardeners Crew. 
Would have loved to have been 
able to join in at this year’s Arbor 
Day Tree Planting at Sacajawea 
Middle School, especially since 
those were my old stomping 
grounds. Looks like the event was 
a big success and hope this 
donation can help with the costs. 
Keep up the great work and 
happy gardening wishes from 
Everett!” 
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