
Newsletter of the Gallatin Gardeners Club Bozeman, MT

Plant & Tool Sale May 25 
The club will hold its annual Plant and Tool Sale at the Ace 
Owenhouse  parking  lot,  corner  of  Black  and  Babcock 
Streets in Bozeman, Saturday, May 25, 8 to 11 a.m.  Bring 
your  unneeded garden 
too ls  of  any  k ind ,  
along  with  any  extra 
plants you might have
—vegetables,  annuals 
o r  perennia l s— to 
donate to the sale. We 
also  need  boxes  for 
customers  to  carr y 
their purchased plants 
in,  especially  the type 
of  boxes  that  you get 
at  a  nursery.  Pricing 
and labeling begin at 7 
a .m.  w i th  sa le s  to 
begin  when  we  are 
ready,  usually  between 
7:30  and  8  a.m.   We 
can use lots of help in 
all  aspects  of  the  sale, 
but  e spec ia l l y  to 
interact  with  our  customers  who  will  come  with  many 
questions.  It's  always  a  fun  time  and  you  don't  need  to 
commit to the entire morning --  just stay as long as your 
schedule allows.  If the weather is too bad, the sale will be 
postponed until the following Saturday,  June 1. 
Also, tomatoes that club members special ordered will  be 
available  for  pickup  anytime  during  this  weekend  at  the 
home of Don Mathre, 731 South 12th Ave.  Please call Don 
ahead of time to make sure he is there at 406-587-8666 or 
406-599-6312 (cell).
The plant  sale  was the club’s  first  money-making venture 
and was started back in 1984. It grossed $150. The tool sale 
portion was added in 1994.
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May 6 Meeting: 
Permaculture 

Kareen Erbe, founder of Broken 
Ground Permaculture, will speak 
at our May 6 meeting, 7 pm, at the 
Hope Lutheran Church on 19th 

and Graf. 
According to 
Kareen, 
“permaculture is 
the science of 
integrating 
landscape and 
people in such a 
way that it 
provides for 
their food, 
shelter and 

energy needs. It is a philosophy of 
working with, rather than against 
nature, and creating diversity, 
stability and resilience in our 
agricultural systems.” She has 
helped thousands of people turn 
their backyards into delicious, 
edible landscapes through 
gardening classes, consultations, 
and edible garden designs.  
Refreshments: Carol Flaherty, 
Joanne Jennings and Mark Burr. 

Q&A Roundtable 
At our June 3  meeting, we’ll be 
trying something new: a question 
and answer roundtable patterned 
after Montana Ag Live. We’re still 
lining up our panel of experts, but 
start thinking up your best 
gardening questions. Details will 
be forthcoming in the June 
newsletter. 

GALLATIN GRUBBER 
May 2019

 Kareen Erbe

Copies of this poster will be available 
at the May meeting
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Grant Recipients Thank Us 
Several of the groups we are supporting financially this year 
have written to thank us:
Belgrade Senior Center: “Thank you for choosing the 
Belgrade Senior Center again this year to receive a $750 
garden grant. We love our gardens and are already planning 
everything we will plant this year. We are planning on using 
some of the money to build two additional longer, narrower 
beds with trellises specifically for beans and peas!” 
Cancer Support Community: “Thanks so much for 
allowing us to share the love and benefits of gardening to 
the youth and adults of Cancer Support Community. You 
make this possible and we look forward to a great garden 
season!”
Gallatin Valley Farm-to-School: “We are so grateful for 
your support cultivating healthy kids, vibrant farms and 
strong community!”
Sage Gardeners: “I would like to thank you for the 
generous grant of $1,000 to support our 2019 Senior 
Gardening Program. We are so grateful for your continued 
support; it allows for many seniors to put their hands in the 
dirt again this year. It means the world to us that you 
believe in us, our mission and the work we do.”
MSU Alumni Foundation: “On behalf of Montana State 
University, I want to thank you for your pledge in support of 
the creation and discovery of knowledge to enhance the 
quality of life for Montana, the nation and the world.”—
Christopher D Murray, President and CEO.
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Market & 
Garden Update 

The onions we planted several 
months ago, along with the cole 
crops planted later, are all 
growing well in the MSU Plant 
Growth Center and will be ready 
for transplanting about mid-May.  
The tomatoes and peppers for 
our hoop house are well 
underway  and will be 
transplanted into the hoop house 
after the threat of a hard frost is 
past.  Helping in our garden is a 
great chance to be of service to 
the club and to have a great time 
interacting with other members 
of our club.  Most work sessions 
take between 1-2 hours.  Come 
when you can.  Stay tuned to your 
e-mail for announcements about 
the work sessions since 
sometimes there is a short 
interval for us to work due to 
changes in the weather.  One big 
job will be putting up the pea 
fences and staking the rows as 
soon as the garden is rototilled. 

Picnic July 8 
Our annual picnic is scheduled 
for July 8, and the board would 
like to know if there's a club 
member out there who has 
always wanted to host this event 
and would like to offer this year.  
No pressure...the club is far from 
desperate.  Don and Diane 
Hayden have again generously 
offered to host the picnic in their 
beautiful yard.  But we would like 
to open up the opportunity of 
hosting to other club members 
before we wear out our 
welcome!  If you'd like to 
volunteer, please contact Frank 
Erickson (435-979-0118) before 
the May 6 club meeting.

Emily Dickinson Elementary students braved cold, rainy weather to 
help club members plant a winged maple on Arbor Day, April 26. 
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