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Proposed 2016 Grants 
After careful consideration of all applications, the Gallatin 
Gardeners Club Board of Directors is proposing to award 
the following grants, totaling $15,630 in 2016:

Applications for grants totaled over $19,000. The board 
evaluated each application based on its merits, and allocated 
available funds accordingly.  The grant funds are generated 
by the market garden, plant and tool sale and other club 
activities, and are a direct result of the many volunteer 
hours of hard work contributed by club members. The 
membership will be asked to vote on this proposal at the 
Feb. 1 monthly meeting.
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Feb. 1st Program 
Our next monthly meeting will 
be Monday, Feb. 1, 7 p.m. at 
the Hope Lutheran Church on 
South 19th Avenue.  David 
Baumbauer, club member and 
manager of the MSU Plant 
Growth Center and the MSU 
Horticulture Farm, will be our 
speaker. Dave will share with 
us the research he is currently 
conducting on the use of 
mobile hoop houses to extend 
the growing season for 
vegetables in the Gallatin 
Valley.  He has some amazing 
results to share with us, so 
come and learn from the 
expert. 
Refreshments: Maggie Spinelli, 
chair and Carol Flaherty and 
Susan Hellier. 

March 7 Program 
On Monday, March  7, Cheryl 
Moore-Gough, club member 
and author of many gardening 
books, will discuss the latest 
revision of her Gardening in 
the Rocky Mountains.  Cheryl, 
an adjunct professor in the 
MSU Dept. of Plant Sciences 
and Plant Pathology, teaches 
several vegetable gardening 
courses and is a great source 
of gardening wisdom and 
advice. She will have several of 
her books available for sale at 
the meeting for those who 
wish to purchase them.

GALLATIN GRUBBER 
February 2016

MSU Horticulture Scholarships $4,000

Montana Ag Live 500

MSU Pollinator Garden 1,275

Eagle Mount $750

Cancer Support Community 800

Bozeman Senior Center 1,080

Gallatin Rest Home 100

Sage Gardeners 850

HRDC Food Bank/Community Cafe 1,500

Gallatin Valley Farm-to-School 1,000

Hawthorne Elementary 600

Hyalite Elementary 875

Irving Elementary 1,500

Morning Star Elementary 800

Total $15,630



Newsletter of the Gallatin Gardeners Club Bozeman, MT

Flower of the Month: 
 Snapdragons 
(Antirrhinum majus)

by Don Mathre 

History:  This flower is native to North America, Europe, 
and  northern  Africa.  The  name  “Antirrhinum”  is  derived 
from Greek and means "like a nose,” based on the shape of 
the seed pod, which is really a capsule. The seeds are small, 
less than 1 mm in diameter. The flowers resemble the face of 
a dragon that opens and closes its mouth when squeezed 
laterally. Snapdragons are a cold season annual that do best 
in  full  sun  and  well-drained  soil.  Varieties  vary  in  height 
from "midgets" at 6-8 inches tall, to medium at 15-30 inches 
tall, to tall, which can reach 30-48 inches..
Culture:  Most gardeners get snapdragons from a nursery 
as transplants. They can be started from seed, but this can 
be problematic since the seed is quite small and takes 7-10 
days to germinate. Since the plants are cold tolerant, they 
can be transplanted out into the garden in mid-May in the 
Gallatin Valley. They can even overwinter on occasion, if the 
winter is mild and the plants are protected by a mulch.The 
flowers  are  quite  showy,  varying  in  color  from  white  to 
yellow to crimson. Some varieties have flowers of variegated 
colors.
Pests: The only pest problem of any concern that develops 
in our area is snapdragon rust. This fungal pathogen forms 
dark brown pustules on the bottom of the leaves.  If only a 
few develop,  the pathogen causes no harm to the plant, but 
if  the  leaves  are  heavily  infected,  the  plant  may  drop its 
leaves early.  Normally no protective action is required.
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Planting Party 
Feb. 13 

 Keep Saturday, Feb. 13 open to 
help with our first planting party 
of the season when we will be 
planting onions, leeks, and 
shallots in the MSU Plant Growth 
Center, beginning at 9 a.m.   

We will have over 100 pots to 
plant, so if you can count up to 35 
(the number of seeds we aim for 
per pot!) you are welcome to 
help out. We'll have some 
refreshments following the 
planting, which takes about one 
hour. 

Clean Bags 
Needed 

The club is still in need of clean 
plastic grocery bags with handles 
for use at the Farmers' Market.  
But no more plastic boxes, 
please.  We have plenty.  Don 
Heyden always needs more 
paper grocery bags with handles 
for the iris rhizomes that he sells 
for charity.  Bring these to any of 
our monthly meetings. 


