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June Meeting: Small Fruits 
Our next  meeting is  on Monday,  June  6  at  7   p.m.  at 
Hope Lutheran Church on South 19th Ave.  Our speaker, 
Jan Cashman, will talk about  Small Fruits for the Gallatin 
Valley.  Jan and her husband Jerry have been in business in 
the  Gallatin  Valley  since  the  early  1970's  when  they 
established  Cashman  Nursery.   They  have  had  lots  of 
experience with small fruits such as grape varieties that do 
well in our area, as well as new fruits such as honeyberries 
that many of  us have probably never heard of or tried in 
our gardens. This will be a great chance to learn something 
new.
Refreshments:  Maggie Spinelli, chair; Don Heyden, and 
Larissa Jackiw.

Market Garden Update 
A good portion of our club garden has been planted, with 
just  the beans,  cucumbers,  squash,   and some late-seeded 
beets yet to be sown.  Many thanks to all who have come 
out to help.  The cole crops were transplanted May 17-18, 
and are doing very well in the cloudy, rainy weather we've 
had since then.  Of the early crops seeded in the first week 
of  May,  only  the  spinach  has  sprouted.   Peas,  lettuce, 
carrots, and beets have yet to emerge, but there is now good 
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First Market: 
June 18 

The first Farmers' Market of the 
season will be held Saturday, 
June 18 at the County 
Fairgrounds.  We will be in the 
same booth we've occupied in 
the past, but we have been 
given an additional 10 feet of 
space.  This should give us 
plenty of  room for all of our 
produce, and especially for our 
gladiolas and sunflowers, 
throughout the season.  As 
always, we do need volunteers 
to help set up and then sell the 
produce.  Setup starts at 7 a.m. 
and sales begin at 9 a.m. 
Usually it takes most of that 
two hours to bag and bundle 
produce, set up our display, 
and get ready to sell.  The sale 
ends at noon.  We have some 
"regular" sellers who work 
most Saturdays but we need at 
least one person or couple in 
addition for each week until 
the last market on Sept. 10.  
Don Mathre will be passing 
around a sign-up sheet for 
volunteers at our June 6 
meeting, so please think about 
whether this is something you 
might like to help out with.  It's 
lots of fun and you meet a 
wide cross section of the 
vegetable-buying public. 
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Velda, Don and Susan planting the raised beds this spring.
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soil moisture so once we get some heat, they should come 
roaring out of the ground.  We also transplanted the peppers 
and tomatoes into the greenhouse on May 16 and they are 
doing quite well.  The t-tape drip irrigation system for the 
tomatoes has been installed and is working well.  Thanks to 
Susan Hellier and her husband Mike, who installed a new 
drip irrigation system for the peppers. It also seems to be 
working well.   Finally, the raised beds are now all planted 
with either seed or transplants.  We have five beds, one each 
for onions and garlic, radishes, salad turnips, pak choi, and 
lettuce.
The next work parties will be to install our drip irrigation 
system in the main garden, to stake up the tomatoes in the 
greenhouse,  and  to  weed  the  thistle,  mallow,  red  root 
pigweed, and some dandelions that are starting to grow all 
too well in our field!

Flower of the Month:  
Nasturtiums 

(Tropaeolum  majus)
by Don Mathre 

History:  Nasturtiums are  native  to  the mountains  of  Central 
and  South  America  and  were  first  introduced  into  the  United 
States in the early 1800's.  The original plants usually grew as tall 
vines, and most varieties have a sprawling or trailing habit.  The 
genus name Tropaeolum means literally "nose twister." Most of the 

plant is edible.
Culture:  Nasturtiums  are 
usually  grown from seed or as 
transplants  and  do  quite  well 
here in the Gallatin Valley.  The 
flowers  are  either  single  or 
double and come in a range of 
colors from cream, yellow, and 
orange  to red.  There is a blue 
nasturtium, but it is a different 
species  of  Tropaeolum.   The 
plants do best in full sun and in 

soil that is not high in fertility.  If the plants are over fertilized, 
they tend to produce mostly foliage with few flowers.
Uses: The flowers are often used in salads or in stir fries and have 
a peppery taste reminiscent of water cress.   They are also known 
to  have  some  medicinal  properties  and  have  been  used  as 
antiseptics and expectorants for treating chest colds.
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Garden Video 
We are looking for a few new 
“victims” for the fourth Gallatin 
Gardeners Club video project. 
What this entails is walking 
around your garden and talking 
about it, while Frank Erickson 
videotapes you. We do the 
taping in August when gardens 
look their best. Frank then edits 
the video for presentation at 
November’s meeting. So, far 
Susie Mathre and Joe and 
Cynthia Yates have volunteered 
their gardens. We need three or 
four more gardens to make a nice 
program. If interested, please 
contact Frank at 435-979-0118 or 
frnknmry@icloud.com. 

Club Picnic 7/11 
Our July meeting is our annual 
potluck picnic and will be held on 
Monday, July 11 at 6 p.m. at the 
home of Don and Diane Heyden. 
Details of what to bring and how 
to get there will be provided in 
the July newsletter. 

Don’t forget! 
The plant and tool sale is this 
Saturday. Come at 7 a.m. to help 
set-up!

Nasturtiums are edible!

Annual

Plant & 
Tool Sale

Saturday, May 28  
8 to 11 a.m. 

Owenhouse Ace Parking Lot 
(corner of Babcock and Black Streets)

A variety of indoor and 
outdoor plants,  

used tools &  garden miscellany  
will be offered for sale 

All proceeds support horticulture and gardening 
 projects in Gallatin County. 

(Cash or checks only, please.)


