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April 4 Meeting: Invasive Plants 
Our next meeting will be on Monday, April 4 at the Hope 
Lutheran Church on South 19th Ave. beginning at 7 p.m.  
The program will be given by  Jane Mangold, MSU 
Extension Specialist in Invasive Plants.  Jane is a frequent 
panelist on Montana Ag Live and will be speaking to us on 
the topic of invasive plants and how they might impact our 
gardens.  Since weeds are one of the biggest problems we 
face in our gardens, this should be a great time to get the 
best advice from a specialist on how to deal with these 
plants.
Refreshments:  Cynthia Yates, Chairman; Amy Cox, and 
Cindy Mernin.

Upcoming Work Days 
At 1 p.m. on Thursday, April 7 at the club garden site on 
the MSU Horticulture Farm we will need volunteers with 
shovels to help fill 28 very 
large pots with a soil/
compost mixture that we 
will use for growing 
peppers inside our hoop 
house.  
The onions that members 
of our club helped to 
plant in February are now 
up and doing well and are getting a weekly trimming to 
make them robust for transplanting.  We will have our next 
planting party on Saturday, April 16 at 9 a.m. at the 
MSU Plant Growth Center to sow the flats of broccoli, 
kohlrabi, kale, and cabbage.  
We will also have a planting party on April 30 to get our 
tomatoes into 4-inch pots.  These will eventually be 
transplanted into our  high-tunnel greenhouse sometime 
about the middle of May.  As always, stay tuned to your email 
for possible time and date changes!

�1

May 2 Meeting 
On Monday, May 2, Jennifer 
Rupp, MSU Extension Plant 
Pathologist, will talk to us 
about the late blight disease of 
potatoes and its effect on 
human history, both long ago 
and currently in Gallatin Valley 
(on potatoes and tomatoes).  
Hint:  It has something to do 
with Ireland.  
Refreshments: Joanne 
Jennings, Mark Burr, and Roy 
and Ardie Kelm. 

Arbor Day 4/29 
On Friday, April 29 at 1 p.m. 
we will once again be planting 
a tree or trees to celebrate 
Arbor Day.  Jerry Cashman is 
organizing this event, which 
will probably be at one of the 
newer local elementary 
schools.  So stay tuned for the 
exact location, but please put 
this date on your calendar.

GALLATIN GRUBBER 
April 2016

Putting up the deer fence, 2012

Arbor Day, 2015
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Flower of the Month: Zinnias 
(Zinnia elegans)

by Don Mathre 
History:   Zinnias originated in Mexico and ranged from 
the southwestern USA through Mexico into South America, 
preferring the dry grassland areas.  
Culture:  Zinnias are noted for their solitary long-stemmed 
flowers which come in a variety of 
br ight  co lor s  f rom  whi te , 
chartreuse,  yellow,  orange,  red, 
and purple to lilac.  Their height 
can  range  from 10  inches  to  40 
inches.   Some of  the flowers  are 
variegated in color.  They are frost 
sensitive, so in Bozeman they are 
usually  grown  as  annuals.   They 
are  easily  started  from  seeds, 
which are fairly large -- 1/4 inch to 
1/2  inch  long.  They  can  also  be 
seeded  directly  into  the  garden  once  the  soil  is  warm, 
germinating and emerging in 7 days or less.
Pests:  When grown as  annuals  in  the  Bozeman climate, 
zinnias face no serious pest problems.

Grant Recipients Say “Thanks” 
Several of the groups we supported financially this year have 
written to thank us:
Hawthorne Green Team: “We want to thank you for your 
generous grant to support farm field trips. These are by far one 
the highlights of the school year…”

Christine Sommers-Austin: 
“Please find attached a photo of Elsa 
Austin (3rd grade) handing the 
recently awarded Gallatin Gardener's 
grant check to Morning Star 
Elementary's principal Mrs. Arnold. 
Thank you GGC for the grant monies 
and support.”
Cancer Support Community: 
“Thank you so very much for your 
generous support of our Healthy 
Gardening Program. Because of your 

support, those in our community affected by cancer will be 
empowered by learning to grow their own organic vegetables…”
Meals on Wheels: “Thank you so much for your continued 
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Plant & Tool Sale 
May 28 
Now is a good time to begin 
thinking about what you might 
want to contribute to the club's 
annual Plant and Tool Sale, May 
28, 8 to 11 a.m., downtown 
Owenhouse Ace parking lot.  This 
could be garden tools that you 
no longer use, or it could be 
plants.  Annual plants such as 
tomatoes and flowers sell well, as 
do perennials and shrubs.  We 
also need cardboard boxes that 
our customers can carry their 
plants away in, so be saving any 
of these you might have 
available.  A size of 12" x 18" is 
about perfect but other sizes can 
also be used. 

Cashman Nursery 
Garden Seminars 
Several club members will 
participate in Cashman Nursery’s 
popular Spring Gardening 
Seminars offered Saturday 
mornings at the nursery on 
Springhill Road: 
• April 2, 9:30 a.m. “Starting 

Seeds Yourself in Your Home” 
by Cheryl Moore-Gough 

• April 2, 10:15 a.m “Do It 
Yourself Pruning” by Jerry 
Cashman. 

• April 9, 9:45 a.m., “Growing 
Long-Season Vegetables” by 
John Austin. 

• April 16, 9 a.m., “Montana 
Heritage Apples” by Toby Day. 

• April 23, 9 a.m., “Getting 
Started in Vegetable 
Gardening” by Don Mathre. 

• April 23, 9:45 a.m., “How to 
Grow Berries and Asparagus” 
by Jerry Cashman. 

See www.cashmannursery.com 
for more details. 

Mrs. Arnold and Elsa

Lilliput Zinnias

http://www.cashmannursery.com
http://www.cashmannursery.com
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support. It is so wonderful for us to continue providing fresh fruits to our Meals on Wheels clients…”
MSU Pollinator Garden: “Thank you for supporting the development of a honey bee viewing pavilion 
and educational signs at MSU’s Pollinator Garden/Bee Research Center…”
Sage Gardeners: “We are so grateful to the Gallatin Gardeners Club for the generous grant towards 
Sage Gardeners’ 2016 Senior Gardening Program specifically our retirement and private residences 
projects. Your support has been instrumental…”
Eagle Mount: “Thank you so much for your generous donation in support of the Horticulture 
Program… With this gift, you are helping transform the lives of friends, family members and neighbors 
who have disabilities or are fighting cancer…”
Montana State University: Thank you for your gift [Agriculture Named Annual Scholarships] in 
support of Montana State University. With this gift, you are helping us take steps to propel the university 
further down our transformative path…”
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